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PROCEEDINGS 

OF 

THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
OF LONDON. 



SESSION 1860-61. 



Third Meeting, Monday, December 10th 9 1860. 

Sir RODERICK I. MURCHISON, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Presentations. — Thomas Begbie; J. Rodney Croskey ; and J. Irwine 
Whitty, d.c.l., Esqrs., were presented upon their election. 

Elections. — Dr. /. Cornwell, ph. dr. ; Lieut.- Colonel Lothian 
Sheffield Dickson ; Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, Bart., of Bombay ; Dr. E. J. 
Pearce, ph. dr. ; and A. M. a Beckett ; W. R. Looker ; J. A. Mann ; 
G. Philip ; and W. Spencer Stanhope, Esqrs., were elected Fellows. 

Accessions. — The following were among the more important acces- 
sions to the Library and Map Rooms since the last meeting: — 
Maury's 'Physical Geography of the Sea;' 'Den sidste Franklin- 
Expedition med Fox, ved Carl Petersen;' Hope's < Canadian Settler's 
Guide,' &c, &c. 

Exhibitions. — Views of Rangoon, photographs of various parts 
of Burma, by Dr. M'Cosh, m.d. ; and tracings of the Irawaddi, Sal- 
ween, and other rivers, by Captain R. Sprye, were exhibited. 

Announcement. — The Chairman read a letter from Dr. Baikie, 
f.r.g.s. (of the Niger Expedition), dated Bida, Niipe, 24th April 
last, announcing his arrival at the above place, hitherto un visited 
by Europeans, and stating that he has been everywhere well re- 
ceived; also that he had found the country exceedingly moun- 
tainous, there being a range from 10 to 12 miles long, and 1200 to 
1300 feet high, and well cultivated, the products consisting chiefly 
of the oil palm-tree and cotton : the latter Dr. Baikie states to be 
excellent. 

The Papers read were : — 
1. Communication with the South- West Provinces of China from Rangoon 

in British Pegu. By Captain R. Sprye, and R. H. F. Sprye, Esq. 
This paper is substantially a description of Yu-nan and Se-chuen, 
the two provinces of China that lie nearest to Pegu. Captain and 
Mr. Sprye have submitted it to the Society, previous to a promised 
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46 COMMUNICATION WITH THE S.W. PROVINCES OF CHINA. [Dec. 10, 1860. 

description of their proposed telegraphic and commercial route from 
Pegu to China via Esmok. They desire to specify the commercial 
products of that moiety of China to which their road would in the 
first instance lead, and upon whose amount and value its importance 
would principally depend. 

The information they have collected is deduced from numerous 
and scattered sources. They begin with Marco Polo, and proceed 
with Du Halde and Le Comte. They then give copious extracts 
from most of the modern travellers, writers, and compilers of works 
relating to China, The Abbe Hue is, however, the only one of 
these later authorities who ever visited the provinces in question. 
Even he did not traverse Yu-nan ; it was at Se-chuen where, leaving 
behind him the dreary uplands of Tibet, he descended into the 
fertile plains and the high civilization of China. 

Lastly, an important contribution to our knowledge of the neigh- 
bourhood of Esmok is extracted from the unpublished reports of 
Dr, Kichardson and, the now, Colonel McLeod who were despatched 
by the Government of India, between the first and second Burmese 
wars, on unsuccessful missions to open a line of commerce from 
Moelmyen across the lofty Tanon-Tong-Ghee range, which runs north 
and south between the Tenasserim provinces and the Siamese Shan 
States of Labong, Lagong, and Zimmai. Yet the impracticability of 
that long and difficult route does not compromise the prospects of 
the present project, for considerable changes have occurred since 
the date of their missions : England by the acquisition of Pegu and 
Martaban having pushed her frontier one half nearer Esmok and 
within reach of the Chinese caravans proceeding from that place. 
Both Captain and Mr. Sprye are personally well acquainted with 
our Pegu, Martaban, and Tenasserim provinces ; and have, for years, 
collected all procurable information of the countries between them 
and China. 

The numerous authorities above alluded to, are mutually corro- 
borative of the facts that there is a general resemblance between 
Yu-nan and Se-chuen ; that Yu-nan is the richest in mineral wealth 
of all the provinces of China, exporting gold, copper, zinc, and various 
stone and marbles of high value. Also that being in part moun- 
tainous, it is intersected by lakes, large rivers, and highly fertile 
valleys, where nature is prolific under a tropical sun, yielding 
silk, sugar, &c. ; and more especially that it is a tea-growing dis- 
trict of some celebrity, partly as the source of export of ordinary 
teas to Tibet, and partly as producing an exceedingly rare and 
precious description, at a place called Purrh, near Esmok. This 
latter is the most highly-priced of any that exists in China. 
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Esmok, the frontier city, is written Sz'mau in the Jesuits' map, 
and Es-mau in other maps. It is described from hearsay, in McLeod's 
report, as a walled town, garrisoned with from 300 to 1000 Chinese 
soldiers, and traversed by merchants' caravans, composed of 
mules, ponies, and donkeys, carrying on traffic between China, the 
Laos states, and the Shan States of Siam and Burma, for which 
last their caravans, passing through Kiang-Hung and Kiang-Tunk, 
cross the Sal ween river so far as Moni, &c. McLeod's farthest 
point was Kiang-Hung, about 40 miles from Esmok. It is on 
the right bank of the Mai-Kong or Cambodia river, which even 
here, at the driest time of the year — that also of McLeod's visit — 
was 500 feet wide, upwards of 15 feet deep, and navigated by laden 
vessels of various sizes. # The caravans from China cross it in 
ferry-boats, at fixed charges. 

The paper concludes by stating that Esmok is now within 250 
miles of our north-east Pegu frontier, and that the two inter- 
mediate Burmese Shan princes, the Tswabwua of Kiang-Tung (who 
was twice visited for several days by Colonel McLeod) and the 
Tsenwibwua of Kiang-Hung (where the Colonel spent seventeen 
days), are most desirous of the establishment of a route between 
British territory and China across their states and through their 
capitals. 



The second Paper read was — 

2. On the various Lines of Overland Communication between India and 
China. By Dr. M'Cosh, late of the Bengal Medical Staff. 

Few nations bordering upon the British dominions are less known 
than those inhabiting the north-east frontier of Bengal. There our 
territory of Assam lies in almost immediate contact with China and 
Ava, separated from each by a narrow belt of mountainous country; 
possessed by barbarous tribes of independent savages ; and yet from 
this small, savage, and unknown country many navigable branches 
of the great rivers of Nankin, Cambodia, Martaban, Ava, and Assam 
derive their origin, offering natural highways of commerce to the 
great nations of Ultra- Gangetic Asia. 

This belt of country, though covered with impenetrable jungle, 
possesses a cool climate and other conditions congenial to the con- 

* At Kiang-Hung the river Mai-Kong or Cambodia is, during the rains, 1600 
feet wide. Kiang-Hung is distant from the (now French) fortified city of Saigon 
at its mouths about 880 miles in a direct line. By the capture of that city and 
the recent formal annexation of the Cochin Chinese province of Saigon to the 
French Empire, France has secured command of all the mouths of this very im- 
portant Asiatic river. 
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